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3 D0150 D-3 Copyright © Pfizer Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduced with permission. 
3 D0150 D-7 • Some items (e.g., item D0150F) contain more than one 

phrase. If a resident gives different frequencies for the 
different parts of a single item, select the highest 
frequency as the score for that item. 

• In the rare situation that the resident cannot provide a 
frequency, following a yes response to a symptom in 
Column 1, enter a dash in Column 2. CMS expects a 
dash response to be rare. 

• Residents may respond to questions: 
— verbally, 
— by pointing to their answers on the cue card, OR 
— by writing out their answers. 

3 D0160 D-11 • If the PHQ-9© was completed (that is, D0150C–I were 
not blank due to the responses in D0150A and B) and 
if the resident answered the frequency responses of at 
least 7 of the 9 items on the PHQ-9©, add the numeric 
scores from D0150A2–D0150I2, following the 
instructions in Appendix E, and enter in D0160. 

• If symptom frequency in items D0150A2 through 
D0150I2 is blank or dashed for 3 or more items, the 
interview is deemed NOT complete. Total Severity 
Score should be coded as “99,” do not complete the 
Staff Assessment of Mood, and skip to D0700, Social 
Isolation. 

• Enter the total score as a two-digit number. The Total 
Severity Score will be between 00 and 27 (or “99” if 
symptom frequency is blank for 3 or more items). 

3 D0500 D-12 * Copyright © Pfizer Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduced with permission. 
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